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The Hulst Family-2017 Achievement Award Winners
The Grand Forks County Soil Conservation District is proud to announce the Hulst
family as the recipients of the 2017 Conservation Achievement Award. Scott and
Janet, along with their son Tanner, own and operate a 2500 acre farm northwest of
Gilby, ND.

Jeff Clemetson

Scott’s great uncle initially
occupied the Hulst farm until
Scott’s parents took over in
1947. Scott started farming
with his dad at a young age
before farming full-time in
1987. His wife, Janet, has been
very much involved in the
operation. She can be found
operating the grain dryer,
running equipment, and taking
care of the bookwork. Although
Tanner farms some of his own
acres, he and Scott work
together to ensure the entire
Hulst operation runs efficiently.
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The Hulst’s rotation consists of wheat, edible beans, corn, sugar beets, and soybeans.
They practice minimal tillage, residue management, variable rate nutrient
management, and cover crops. Their cover crops mainly consist of smaller food plots
and broadcasting wheat with fertilizer in the spring before planting sugar beets,
protecting the soil and young beet
plants as they germinate and
establish. The Hulsts are also
planning a windbreak renovation
and windbreak establishment in
the near future.
Congratulations goes out to the
Hulst Family, we look forward to
working with you in the years to
come!

Sam Tamke - Wetlands Assistant
Contact us:
Phone (701) 772-2321 extension 3
www.gfscd.org
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Looking to save time and trips to the Field
Office?

Special Funding Opportunity Open to Grand
Forks County Landowners
NRCS is currently accepting applications until Friday,
November 17th for the Regional Conser vation Par tner ship
Program (RCPP). Grand Forks County landowners and
producers are eligible for a special funding opportunity through
the Environmental Qualities Incentive Program (EQIP) to install
selected practices to improve soil and plant quality, reduce soil
erosion, improve water quality, and enhance livestock
production and wildlife habitat.
Practices include:
Conservation Cover
Forage Management
Cover Crops
Pipeline
Prescribed Grazing

Conservation Client Gateway may be your answer.
This is a secure web portal that lets you:
 Electronically sign
documents
 Track your payment
 Report completed practices
 Request technical
assistance
Stop into any NRCS Field
Office to get started!

Fall Tree Care

Forage Planting
No-till residue Management
Fence
Pump/Water Facilities

Fall is a great time of year to get your tree orders
in. Even though our deadline is in February, orders
are sent to the nurseries months before then.
Certain species tend to run out early, so early
ordering can be essential.

NRCS will work with
participants to develop a
conservation plan and
will complete the ranking
process. If awarded a
contract, the participant
agrees to grant the University of North Dakota access to conduct inventories on soil,
plant, and invertebrate communities before and after practice
installation. This information will be available to you to track
your resources.
Contact the Grand Forks Field Office for more information or to
complete the application process: 701-772-2321 Ext 3.

Now is also a great time to check your fabric and
tubes to make sure trees are in good shape going
into winter. If fabric is too close to the trunk, it can
cause girdling and ultimately kill the tree. Over the
summer, tubes may have tipped over or trees,
especially Princeton Elm, may have caught the
edge of the tube and started curling. If you have
deer pressure, fall is a good time to spray some
Plantskydd or other deterrent on your trees. This
product is available at the district office.
If we have a dry fall, it is also a good idea to water
your trees, especially evergreens, until freeze up.

Siberian Larch-A New Option for 2018!
Siberian Larch is a large pyramidal
deciduous conifer. Needles turn
attractive yellow and shed each fall.
The largest tree in North Dakota is 55
feet tall with a canopy spread of 18
feet. It prefers moist well-drained sites,
but trial plantings on dry sites are performing well. It
needs full sun exposure and is cold hardiness to Zone 2.
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Soil Compaction
Soil compaction can be a serious and
unnecessary form of soil degradation. What can
we do to help reduce soil compaction? Below are
some tips to consider for your operation;
summarized by Ross McKenzie.











Keep a protective residue cover on the soil
surface to reduce the negative effects of rain
or irrigation water causing soil crusting.
Minimize or eliminate soil tillage to prevent
soil aggregate breakdown that induce the
development of a tillage “hardpan”.
As much as possible, avoid field traffic when
soils are wet.
Reduce the wheel traffic load on the soil.
Keep axel loads to a minimum and use radial
tires at low inflation pressures to create a
larger footprint.
Minimize the field traffic areas on fields,
load trucks on a road or on headlands when
possible.
Improve soil organic matter and soil
structure, and increase biological activity in
soil by using best agronomic management
practices.

Fall Tree Protection Products
The Grand Forks Soil Conservation office
has products available to help protect your
trees and shrubs and get them through the
winter months. These products will deter
rabbits, voles, and whitetail deer. If you have
already planted bulbs or plan to
do so, we have products for
that as well.
Stop by the office to learn more
about these products and get
started before the critters do!

Funding For Cover Crops
Over the next 3 years, our goal is to
implement 1000 acres of cover crops.
This practice can improve nutrient
cycling, protect the soil from wind and water
erosion, improve soil productivity and provide
extended forage on the landscape for livestock
operations. The district, as well as other
programs, have dollars available to help
producers with their cover cropping systems.
Some questions to consider before choosing
cover crops are:
1) What are your objectives? Different cover
crop species provide different benefits.
2) What is your cropping system? How much
time do you have after harvest?
3) Where are you located? Climate, soils, and
growing conditions all affect cover crops.
4) What is the drainage like on your field? Do
you have drain tile?
If your interested, please stop by our office to
talk about the options of cover cropping.

Tree Order
Remember February
23rd is the deadline to
order your trees for
2018.
You can use the
attached order form in this
newsletter, grab it on our
website, or stop by our
office. Just don’t miss out
this year because we have
more choices for 2018!
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ECO-ED CAMP PROVIDES OUTDOOR EDUCATION
The 18th year of Eco-Ed camp was held at Turtle
River State Park. This year was an 8-day event that
reached nearly 600 7th grade students. Students had
hands-on learning opportunities on subjects such as
soils, wetlands, prairies, wildlife, water quality, and
forestry. The weather cooperated and the woodland
lodge at Turtle River State Park was a perfect base
camp for the event.
Schools attending included: Valley Middle School,
South Middle School, Schroeder Middle School,
Thompson, Northwood, Manvel, Riverside
Christian, Midway, and Home Schools. Prior to the
event, students are asked to take a pre-test. After
the event, students take a post-test to gauge their
progress. Every school that attended the camp
showed improvements with their scores.
Congratulations to you all!
The camps success is based on the instructors
teaching each class. The camp would not be such a
success without the support of these individuals
and the organizations that allow their participation.
THANK YOU to all who assisted at the camp!
Presenters included:
 Forestry Session: Lorin Fornes, Erika Kolbow,
and Lesley Lubenow
 Soils: Rhonda Olson, Lorilie Atkinson and Sam
Haugen
 Wetlands: Amanda Brinkman Parker, Josh
Moe, Heather Noel, and Paul Bjorg
 Water Quality/Rivers: Whitney Wells, Mike
Hargiss, Ryan Thorson, and Schroeder Schools.
 Wildlife: UND Graduate Students, Jeff Miller,
Zachary Anderson
 Prairies: Kevin Gietzen and Justin Parks

Turtle River State Park staff helped us with setup,
teaching, and cleaning up after the event. Thank
you Turtle River State Park!
Additional thanks to our local schools and their
teachers/chaperones for the extra effort teaching
classes and help managing the days events. We had
teachers from Schroeder Middle School that took
the time out of their schedule to help teach water
quality. The kids really liked putting on waders and
walking in the Turtle River.
Supporting agencies include NRCS, ND Forest
Service, NDSU-extension, Turtle River State Park,
ND Game and Fish, ND Dept. of Health, Cass
County SCD, and the University of North Dakota.
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Dates of Interest
November 11th-Veteran’s Day (Office Closed Friday the
10th)
November 19-21-NDASCD Annual Convention in Bismarck
November 23-Thanksgiving (Office closed)
December 13-Board meeting
December 25-Christmas (Office closed)
January 1-New Years Day (Office closed)
January 10-Board Meeting
January 15-Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday (Office closed)

Phone: 701-772-2321 Ext 3
Webpage: www.gfscd.org
Mission:
To provide local leadership in the conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources through partnerships with individuals, businesses, organizations and government.
GF County SCD programs are available to all residence of Grand Forks County regardless of race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, sexual orientation, mental or physical handicap. “The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal , or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice)
or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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